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St Patrick’s Primary School 
 

  Together in Faith and Learning. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

St Patrick’s prepares children for the future by  
continually challenging them to achieve personal excellence  

guided by Catholic principles and values. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
St Patrick’s is a safe and friendly Catholic primary school catering for students in Year 0 (5 years) to Year 8 
(12 years).  The roll of about 115 students means we are able to maintain small class sizes and ensure 
individual attention. St Patrick’s Primary, Kilbirnie is a community based on Gospel values and high 
expectations. Families bring their children to St Patrick’s to be cared for and nurtured in an environment 
as close to that of a family as possible. The special character of our school provides daily opportunities for 
the children to develop intellectually, socially and spiritually.  
 

 

 

 



 

St Patrick’s Primary School Kilbirnie 2019                                                 Page 2  
 

 
OUR HISTORY 
St. Patrick’s School, Kilbirnie is a Mercy School. Catherine McAuley founded the Sisters of Mercy in 1831. 
She was a woman who dedicated her life to the Christian education of the young, especially those most in 
need. Her life’s work in Ireland in the early 19th century continues to inspire us  today. In 1909, Sister 
Rose and Sister Pascal set up a school in the back of St Patrick’s Church. As numbers continued to grow 
the Parish decided to build a new school which was opened in 1925. Our staff and students are proud to 
serve and continue our Mercy tradition. 

 

 

OUR SCHOOL VALUES 

Love - Aroha 
Respect - Te Tapu o Te Tangata 

Unity – Whanaungatangia  
Social Justice - Tika 

Resilience - Manawaroa 
 
OUR STAFF  
Our dedicated and innovative teachers are professionals who genuinely care for the children in the school 
and continually seek ways to build a warm and welcoming atmosphere in which to provide the best 
learning possible.  When your child begins at St Patrick's, every teacher will know them by name at the 
end of the first day.  We encourage parents, caregivers and families to be actively involved and 
participate in the school and its various programmes. 
 
CURRICULUM 
Our curriculum reflects the values of our school, our Catholic character and community. Children learn 
best when they are happy and confident enough to take risks in their learning. Great value is placed on 
the importance of student’s self-esteem. St Patrick's school curriculum covers the learning areas of 
Religious Education, English, Mathematics, The Arts, Social Studies, Science, Technology and ICT, Health 
and Physical Education. 
We provide broad and rich contexts for learning in all the essential learning areas. Emphasis is given to 
learning in English and Mathematics and the timetable reflects the priority of these foundation learning 
areas.  
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Other essential learning areas are planned for and delivered through integrated inquiry. Our curriculum is 
planned to ensure natural connections across all curriculum dimensions (values, key competencies, 
learning areas and knowledge).  
 
We make use of local community resources to enrich our learning programmes.  The school is situated in 
the heart of Kilbirnie; the Kilbirnie Library, Wellington Regional Aquatic Centre and ASB sports centre are 
all used to support our comprehensive teaching and learning programmes. 
 
In addition, a range of activities are planned to support learning contexts and take children beyond the 
classroom. These include:  

 Visits to museums, Marae, parks and other schools  

 Trips to cultural events  

 Inviting visiting groups to provide presentations at the school  

 Outdoor Education Programmes  

 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Religious education at St Patrick’s is holistic. It is about teaching and learning what the Catholic Church 
believes and teaches. It enables students to understand and appreciate the ways the Catholic Church 
lives, prays and celebrates. It teaches students how to respond freely to God according to their gift of 
faith.  At St Patrick’s we foster an atmosphere of Sacramentality - Seeing God in all things (St Ignatius). 
Children participate in daily prayers focusing on our school values: respect, unity, love, social justice, 
resilience. The Religious Education curriculum covers six learning strands each with its own theological 
focus. 
 
LITERACY 
Children participate in one hour of instruction daily. The reading programme consists of whole class 
shared reading, small group guided reading and independent reading times.  
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WRITING 
Children participate in an hour of writing instruction daily. The writing programme consists of whole class 
writing lessons, guided writing and independent writing times.   

NUMERACY 
Children participate in an hour of number and maths topic learning daily.  The programme includes whole 
class number knowledge teaching, small group number knowledge and strategy teaching as well as 
independent practice activities. 

TOPC STUDIES 
Children learn about their world during topic times.  Topic studies include science, technology and social 
sciences, these are integrated across the curriculum.  

THE ARTS 
Visual art, dance, music, singing and drama are all catered for through our integrated programme.  
Children love the opportunity to learn through the arts.   

 

 

 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Rigorous assessment practices are used throughout the school. Formative, summative and student        
self-assessment practices are used to set learning goals for each child, monitor progress and to assess 
students in relation to the New Zealand National Standards.  
 

REPORTING 
Our reporting schedule consists of one parent meeting, two three-way progress meetings and two formal 
written reports. Learning samples, goal setting and student learning journals provide students and their 
families with clear information about progress, next learning steps and achievement in relation to 
National Standards.   
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YEARS 7 AND 8 
2014 was a seminal moment in St Patrick’s Primary history; for the first time we were able to offer Full 
Primary education.  Students in Year 7 and 8 are provided with a varied and interesting programme that 
challenges them across all curriculum areas and develops leadership capacity.  
 
Enrichment opportunities include:  

 EOTC – Eduation outside the classroom including Senior Camp and EOTC Week 

 Technology classes provided at St Catherine’s College  

 BYOD (bring your own device) programmes 

 Leadership programmes 

 Sporting opportunities  

 Social Justic outreach 

Our senior students contribute much to our school and the wider community.   
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
The Board is committed to setting the strategic direction for the school through the development of 
policy in consultation with the community. The Board and staff are united in our commitment to the 
school’s vision, values and strategic direction.  
 
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
Parents, caregivers and families are actively encouraged to be involved and participate in school activities. 
Throughout the year many home and school partnership events are planned including information 
evenings, family fun nights, sports events, assemblies, school Masses and liturgies. These events are 
planned to bring our community together in faith and learning.   St Patrick’s is a warm and welcoming 
family focused school with fantastic community spirit.   
 

 

UNIFORM 
St Patrick’s Primary School has a compulsory school uniform which can be purchased through the school 
office.  Our uniform helps children to develop a feeling of belonging and pride in their school.  All uniform 
items, except shoes, are able to be purchased at the school and a price list is available from the office.  
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ATTENDANCE DUES 
The Catholic Schools Board Ltd charges Attendance Dues at all Catholic schools. This money is used for 
building and maintenance costs. Dues are currently $510.00 annually. Detailed information about 
attendance dues can be found in your enrolment pack. 
 
 

          

      

ST PATRICK’S POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR PLAN 
Positive  and consistant behaviour practices are modelled across 
the school.  We provide an environment that is safe, supportive, 
loving and culturally responsive; enabling  every child  to learn 
and achieve. We know children learn best when they are working 
in a  positive and supportive learning environment.  

At St. Patrick’s Primary our positive behaviour expectations are:  

 Respect people and property 

 Responsible for our actions 

 Ready to learn 

Our positive behaviour expectations are underpinned by our  

School and Mercy Values.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
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